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What is the National Student Poets Program?

The President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities, the Institute of Museum and Library Services, and the
nonprofit Alliance for Young Artists & Writers partner to present the National Student Poets Program (NSPP), the
nation’s highest honor for young poets (grades 9-11) presenting original work. Annually, five students are selected for
one year of service as literary ambassadors, each representing a geographic region of the country. By elevating and
showcasing their work for a national audience, the program strives to inspire other young people to achieve excellence
in their own creative endeavors and promote the essential role of writing and the arts in academic and personal success.

The National Student Poets Program reflects the national imprimatur of the President's Committee and its Honorary
Chairman, First Lady Michelle Obama, as well as the Administration's commitment to arts and humanities education. It
connects the National Student Poets with audiences and resources in their communities through the Institute of
Museum and Library Services' community-based network of libraries and museums and builds upon the Alliance's long-
standing work with educators and creative teens through the prestigious Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.

What are the duties of the National Student Poets?

National Student Poets promote the reading, writing, and appreciation of poetry among youth and the general public
during their year of service. By their example and words, National Student Poets encourage creative self-discovery,
impart new skills, and inspire their peers to dream big and work hard to achieve those dreams through community
service projects they design and regional events and workshops. They will also work with poet mentors and serve as a
resource for the White House, Library of Congress and the U.S. Department of Education throughout the year.

How are the National Student Poets selected?

National Student Poets are selected from a pool of National Medalists in Poetry through the Scholastic Art & Writing
Awards, the exclusive pathway to be considered for the program. Each year, from this pool of Gold and Silver Medal
winners, 35 semi-finalists are selected based on creativity, dedication to craft and promise. Their work is then submitted
to a distinguished jury for the final selection of five National Student Poets. The 2015 jurors included Esther Belin
(Writer and Artist), Robert Casper (Head of the Poetry and Literature Center, Library of Congress); Glenis Redmond (Poet
and Performance Artist); Andrea Gibson (Poet); Carolyn Forche (Poet); Juan Felipe Herrera (Poet and U.S. Poet
Laureate); Edward Hirsch (President, John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation); Alice Quinn (Executive Director,
Poetry Society of America); Patricia Smith (Poet); and Alfre Woodard (Actor and Activist).

Students in grades 10-11 who are interested in becoming a 2016 National Student Poet can submit their work to the
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards at www.artandwriting.org. Submissions are open throughout the fall. Deadlines vary by

region.

How are the National Student Poets recognized?

The Class of 2015 was appointed by First Lady Michelle Obama at the White House where the National Student Poets
also participated in a poetry reading for a private audience. Their first public appearance was at a reading at the Martin
Luther King Jr. Memorial Library. Students also receive $5,000 academic awards thanks to the Bernstein Family
Foundation.

Turn this sheet over to meet the 2015 Class of National Student Poets. Find out more at www.artandwriting.org/NSPP



THE 2015 CLASS OF NATIONAL STUDENT POETS

Chasity Hale, Age 16, of Miami Beach, FL, Junior at Miami Arts Charter School

A creative writing major at Miami Arts Charter School, Chasity was born in Las Vegas, Nevada, but currently
lives in Miami Beach, Florida. Throughout her life, she has experimented with all types of writing and hopes
to double major in journalism and creative writing in college. Chasity won first place in the Sarah Mook
poetry contest and has been published by Creative Communications, Susquehanna University, and the
Young American Poetry Digest. In her free time, she likes to practice dance, cook, run and explore the
visual arts.

Region: Southeast

De’John Hardges, Age 16, of Cleveland, OH, Junior at Cleveland School of the Arts

Since De'John took his first poetry class in the fifth grade, he has gained more conviction that his is the path
of a poet and performance artist. He literary skills have been nurtured by an important group of literary
and performance artists, including his poetry teacher and mentor, Daniel Gray-Kontar. When he isn’t
studying for classes or performing his work, De'John works as a community organizer for the New
Abolitionists Association and explores his passion for music through song writing and learning to use studio
equipment.

Region: Midwest

Eileen Huang, Age 15, of Holmdel, NJ, Sophomore at High Technology High School in Lincroft, New Jersey
While studying abroad in Beijing for a year, Eileen became interested in the ancient Chinese poems of Li Bai
and Du Fu. She loves to write narrative poems describing normal, conventional experiences using
descriptive language. In addition to poetry, she is interested in both journalism and art. As a student in a
STEM high school, she can often be found reading authors as different as Vonnegut and Plath, as well as
studying the phases of mitosis. Eileen believes that poetry is a powerful and liberating form of creative
expression, and she strives to write a new poem every day.

Region: Northeast

Anna Lance, Age 17, of Eagle River, AK, Senior at West High School in Anchorage, Alaska

Anna has been writing poetry for as long as she can remember. Her parents love to tell the story of her
'first poem,' which she wrote in scribbled hieroglyphs on construction paper at age three, and then
translated aloud for her mom. Today, her interests are heavily arts-focused and include literature, film,
musical theatre, photography, camping, and figuring out what color she's going to dye her hair next. Her
work is largely personal in nature. She wants to complete a script or screenplay someday, but at the
moment her main goal is to survive her senior year.

Region: West

David Xiang, Age 17, of Little Rock, AR, Senior at Little Rock Central High School

At school, David takes an AP-heavy schedule, starts for the varsity soccer team, and is the Senior Editor and
Spoken Word Leader of the Memory Project, a club devoted to oral histories about tensions and
prejudices. David first began writing and exploring poetry in his freshman year, but it soon changed from a
hobby to a passion; he believes a poem is never completely finished. At home, when David is not jotting
down phrases and lines in his hoarded notebooks, he plays piano, which to him is just writing in his second
favorite language.

Region: Southwest



